
(Source: GO Topeka)

(Credit: Getty Images/Smederevac)

TAGS Animal Health GO Topeka Greater Topeka Innovation Campus Joint Economic Development Organization

Kansas KC Animal Health Corridor Plug And Play R&D Shawnee County Tech Startup Topeka

Previous article

Biotech Company, Boat Maker To Create 700 Jobs
In North Carolina

Next article

Industrial Parks: Purposefully Constructed For
Business Success

Home » Business Facilities Blog » Site Selection » Research & Development » Topeka, KS To Develop $13M Downtown
Innovation Campus

Topeka, KS To Develop $13M Downtown Innovation Campus
The 70,000-square-foot campus will include wet labs, co-working, o�ce and meeting space and a rooftop for
events.

Topeka, KS will be home to a new $13 million innovation campus developed by economic development group GO

Topeka. The new campus will house Plug and Play’s Animal Health/Ag Tech Startup Accelerator program, as well as

research and development spaces for startups and corporate partners.

The campus, located in downtown Topeka, will offer world-class

facilities, including wet labs, co-working and meeting spaces. It

will feature office space for business research and innovation, as

well as rooftop space for events. The campus will total

approximately 70,000 square feet in size. The exact location of

the campus will be announced at a later date.

“This is an exciting new step in securing Topeka’s status as a

hub of innovation in the Midwest,” said Katrin Bridges, SVP of

innovation, GO Topeka. “This campus will serve as an anchor of a

new and vibrant innovation district in downtown Topeka. I am

confident it will ignite growth in our entrepreneurial ecosystem.”

Project developers BioRealty, Inc. will partner with the Joint

Economic Development Organization (JEDO) to fund the

expansion.

“This will be an excellent addition to our community,” said Rhiannon Friedman, president of Downtown Topeka, Inc.

“The innovation campus will serve as an important asset as DTI works to attract new businesses, development, and

retail to our downtown core. BioRealty and GO Topeka’s vision for this project is a tremendous vote of confidence in

the future of our downtown.”

Construction of the campus is expected to create 20-40 full-time jobs in the coming years, with an anticipated

annual economic impact of $8.3 million. Over 10 years, the total economic impact is expected to reach $1.345

billion.

“Plug and Play is excited to see Topeka moving forward on a new innovation campus,” said Stephen Fay, director of

corporate partnerships, Plug and Play. “Startups thrive when communities provide intentional space for coworking

and collaboration. Topeka’s commitment to pursue this concept is precisely why we chose to partner with them, and

we are excited to watch this project develop.”

In August 2019, Plug and Play selected Topeka

for its first Animal Health and Ag Tech

Accelerator Program. Topeka is centrally located

within the KC Animal Health Corridor, home to

more than 300 animal health companies,

representing the largest concentration in the

world. In April 2021, Plug and Play selected its

first batch of startups for its animal health and

ag tech program. Ten early- and mid-stage

startups from numerous U.S. states, Canada and

Singapore were selected after a pitch

competition in March 2021.

“This is a historic day for our community. The vote to support funding for an innovation campus in Downtown

Topeka will secure this city’s role as a leader in animal health and startup entrepreneurship for years to come,” said

Michelle De La Isla, Mayor of Topeka. “The effort is truly bold and visionary. I firmly believe in 20 years we will look

back on this project and see that it was the beginning of a transformative era for business and innovation in the

Capitol City.”

Want to learn more about Kansas corporate expansion?

Considering Kansas for your company’s relocation or expansion project? Check out all the latest news related to

Kansas economic development, corporate relocation, corporate expansion and site selection.
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Topeka Launches HOST Relief Program In Response To COVID-19 Through private
donations and matching public funds via GO Topeka, Helps Others Support Topeka provides capital to
Topeka and Shawnee County, KS businesses.

Kansas Picked For $200M Walmart Distribution Center The retail giant will create 300 full-
time jobs at its new distribution center at the Kanza Fire Commerce Park in Topeka, KS.

Topeka Will Pay Up To $10K To Remote Workers That Buy A Home The Choose Topeka
Relocation Incentive is expanding to encourage remote workers to relocate to Kansas’ capital city,
recently named a top 10 housing market by realtor.com.
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They call it "Wilson Strong:" devastated by a pandemic
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Location Spotlight: Topeka, Kansas

With three top universities in the area and connectivity
via major interstates, Topeka, Kansas is rich with
opportunity. Visit the GO Topeka Economic Partnership
to learn more.
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BF Location Video: Industrial Parks in
Oswego County, NY

Situated in Upstate New York, Oswego County is located
centrally to New York City, Boston, Philadelphia,
Cleveland, Toronto and Montreal, with over 80 million
people within a 300-mile radius. Many factors place
Oswego County at the top of the list for manufacturing
clusters such as metal fabrication and food processing.
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PureCycle To Invest $440M In Georgia Recycling
Facility

Innovative recycled polypropylene manufacturer
PureCycle will create more than 80 jobs in Augusta, GA
with its �rst U.S. cluster facility.

Delaware Adds Another $10M For Ready-To-Go Lab
Space Grants

The lab space grants are designed to help keep science
and tech companies in Delaware, and encourage their
long-term growth in the state.

Hartford, Raleigh And Boise Are Top Millennial Magnets

Greater Hartford, CT; Raleigh, NC; and Boise, ID were
named the top three Millennial Magnets in Business
Facilities' 2021 Metro Rankings Report.
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